ADMINISTERING   THE   REBUILDING   ACTS
good a claim such sums as the City should consider reasonable
compensation therefor.
The work was entrusted to the City Lands Committee.1
This body normally dealt with the letting of the City's pro-
perties (including at this time those of London Bridge) and, by
special reference, with most of the problems arising out of their
ownership and management. After the Fire it was responsible
for negotiating rebuilding terms with the tenants, and, in
addition, it gradually took over more and more of the pro-
gramme for public rebuilding, being made responsible in
January 1672 for the whole of it.2 It was therefore admirably
qualified for its new task, whilst, from the point of view of those
with whom it was to have dealings, it had the advantage of a
familiar procedure, and a well-known personnel. The surveyor's
certificate, the basis of its system, has already been discussed.
This certificate was. taken by the recipient to the Com-
mittee, with a request for satisfaction. The clerk entered the
claimant's name on a roster, and in due course, his case came
up.3 When compensation had been agreed a warrant was
signed instructing the Chamberlain to pay the sum due at the
end of six months 'unless any other person shall before that
time lay a just and lawful claim to the same*. On the due date
1 Jar., 46, f. 209,
2  Ibid., ff. 142, 148, 172, 2195 Book of Grants of the City Lands Committee, v, f. 97.
The Committee was elected annually from both courts. Ordinarily half of the members
were replaced at each election, and no member served for more than two years, but this
fell into abeyance after the Fire and was not restored until 1674: (Jor., 47, f. 254).
In the early seventeenth century it was empowered to let the lands and tenements
belonging to the City, at its discretion, for periods up to 21 years or, if the tenants
undertook to rebuild, up to 10 years longer, and to renew old leases, if within three
years of expiry.  In the last case, it was stipulated that the former rent should not be
reduced. During the attempt at financial reform which followed the realization in the
16405 of the City's plight, the rules had been relaxed and leases up to 99 years had
been authorized: (Ibid., 41, f. 50). Many of 61 years had been granted and, at the time
of the Fire, numbers of the tenants had terms of over 40 years still to run. These were
usually made up to a total of 81 years in return for an undertaking by the tenant to
rebuild the premises.
8 It was not necessary to have the certificate when entering a claim, though it was
an essential at the hearing. The roster was not strictly adhered to. An urgent need,
such as the acquisition of all the holdings required for a new market, might upset it
for several consecutive sittings.